
Scientists and environmental activists sound the 
alarm bells on private jet exhibition 
Activists from Scientist Rebellion and Extinction Rebellion infiltrated the yearly AIR 
OPS exhibition organised by the European Business Aviation Association (EBAA) to 
bring attention to the ultra-wealthy’s disproportionate role in causing catastrophic 
climate change. 


The activists got on stage to ask for a ban on private jets and launched helium 
balloons in the air containing small alarms to disrupt the event.


AIR OPS is Europe’s biggest event organised by the European private aviation lobby 
aimed at industry professionals like airports, trip-planners, operators, fuel suppliers etc. 
The three-day event featuring an exhibition and information sessions takes place from 
13-15 February in Event Lounge in Brussels. 


The environmental activists entered the event hall and got up on stage, interrupting the 
opening speech by Juergen Wiese, chairman of EBAA. Scientists in lab coats pointed out 
the devastating environmental impact of private jets, as well as the social injustice it 
stimulates. Sebastian Gonzato, PhD in Energy Systems (KU Leuven) shouting on stage: 
“What gives you the right to a carbon footprint of almost 1000 times that of an average 
citizen?.” After the launch of helium balloons with small alarms attached, the activists left 
the event peacefully, the alarms ringing. The non-violent civil disobedience action is a part 
of the ongoing global ‘Make Them Pay’ campaign of similar actions targeting the 
private jet industry and frequent flyers. Yesterday, Extinction Rebellion already blocked 
the ‘ExecuteJet’ and ‘Luxaviation’ private aviation lounges in Zaventem.


According to the European Federation for Transport and Environment, travel by private 
jets is by far the most carbon intensive activity that anyone can engage in (see also Figure 
1 below for comparison to other modes of transport). Despite its unparalleled climate 
impact, the sector remains underreported and most importantly, under regulated. 
Individual users of private aircraft cause emissions of up to 7,500t CO2 per year (for 
reference the average Belgian citizen emits 8t CO2 per year). Activist Sébastien Hendrickx 
states: “When emissions need to be universally cut, it makes perfect sense to start 
focussing on the sectors that affect the fewest amount of people, while still being 
responsible for a substantial amount of emissions. In reality quite the opposite is 
happening, leaving the private aviation sector still largely untaxed (cfr. Kerosene remains 
the only untaxed fuel in EU) and exempt from the EU ETS.”
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Figure 1: Comparison of CO2 intensity of private jets with other modes of 
overland travel (direct emissions only)


General aviation is a luxury that is mostly enjoyed by the richest part of the global 
population, though the extent of this imbalance is often underappreciated. The pollution 
of this means of transportation is so disproportionate that it represents 41% of the 
(already extremely large) total CO2 footprint of the richest 1% of the EU population. That 
same 1% of the world population accounts for more than half of the total emissions from 
passenger air travel. Private jetting is a pre-emininent symptom of this immense aviation 
inequality.


The scientist-activists are looking to governments to take serious action and introduce 
a ban for private jets: “Politicians are now giving the opposite signal of what is clearly 
needed, resulting in a record year for Belgian private jet companies. Their past actions 
clearly state their priorities: remember the Flemish minister of mobility Lydia Peeters 
actively promoting aviation by taking a flight from Brussels to Antwerp as a publicity stunt 
or the continuous subsidies for regional airports against all economic and ecological 
sense. Now also the European commission wants to recognise the aviation sector as 
‘green’ in order to facilitate its access to sustainable finance, with the only prerequisites 
being 15-20% more efficient planes than the old generation and a total use of 5% 
‘sustainable fuel’.”


The value of the private jet sector to society is greatly exaggerated by the sector. 
This is clear given that private aviation shows a clear peak during the summer months 
and that based on a survey amongst private jet users, only 35% of private flights are 
actually used for business reasons, which adds some perspective to their self-preferred 
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name of ‘business aviation’. Additionally direct, high-speed train connections exist on 
70-80% of the most popular private jet routes. The sector also likes to put their medical 
emergency flights in the spotlight to show their value, yet failing to mention that this 
represents less than 3% of the total private flights, according to their own numbers. 
With this in mind, the activists and scientists are asking for a ban on private jets (with 
possible exceptions for medical flights and the occasional visit of president Zelensky).


‘Make Them Pay’ is a campaign that brings together Scientist Rebellion (SR) and 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) and Stay Grounded to confront the climate injustice of aviation. 
Citizens and scientists from around the globe have united behind three demands:


1. Ban private Jets 

2. Tax frequent flyers 

3. Make polluters pay 

For more information on the global campaign ‘Make them pay’ visit http://
makethempay.info/. 


The protest in Brussels is organised by Extinction Rebellion and Scientist Rebellion.


Press contacts:


• Pauline Carbonnelle: (FR, EN) +32479712384 

• Michael McMahon: (NL-ENG) +32498906590  

Photos and videos: 


• Drive Link for Pictures. 

• Photos by Brieuc. 

Websites and socials:

• Extinction Rebellion website; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Youtube. 

• Scientist Rebellion website; Facebook. 

• Make Them Pay campaign. 

• Make Them Pay, ‘Three demands’, n.d.  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